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bond of union in the common public institutions, espe-
cially in the Reichstag, in finances based on indirect taxes,
and in monopolies, the receipts of which would only re-
main available if the permanence of our connexion were
assured, and that this bond would be sufficiently strong to
resist the centrifugal movements of certain of the allied
governments. Notwithstanding all the bad will which I
had had to combat in the Reichstag, at Court, in the Con-
servative party, and from the declaranten at the end of the
'seventies, I had not yet been confirmed in the conviction
that I was mistaken in this calculation, that I had under-
estimated the national feeling of the dynasty, and over-
estimated that of the German voters, electors, or the
Reichstag. Now I have to ask pardon of the dynasties;
history will some day decide whether the group-leaders
owe me a paterfeccavL I can only bear witness that I
lay to the charge of the parties more blame for the injury
done to our future than they themselves feel, and I in-
clude in this the idle members who shunned their work as
much as those ambitious men in whose hands lay the lead-
ing and the votes of their followers. * Get you home, you
fragments/ says Coriolanus. The Centrum is the only
party of which I can say it has not been incapably led;
but it is calculated for the destruction of the disagreeable
edifice of a German Empire with a Protestant Emperor;
at elections and divisions it accepts the assistance of every
party, hostile though it may be in itself, but which for the
moment is working in the same direction, not only of the
Poles, Guelfs, and French, but also of the Radicals. The
leaders alone would be able to judge how many of the
members work consciously for ends hostile to the Empire,
and how many do so from the limitations of their intel-
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